TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD EMERGENCY MEETING

January 28, 2019
(UNAPPROVED)

Present:
Selectboard:  Nancy L. Bushika, Daniel J. Potvin, Carol Fachini, and Michael Denault.

Christopher Warren was not present.

Visitors:
K. Beth Phelps, Steven Denault, and James Stimpson.


Kurt Gamari, Health Officer.


Luke McKay, Dog Officer.


Lori Shepard, Selectboard Secretary.
Nancy Bushika called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and opened with the pledge of allegiance.

Luke McKay advised that he received a phone call from Brian Connor.  His 9 year old son Hunter was playing at John Dunn’s home at 4957 Main Road in Stamford and was bit by Mr. Dunn’s dog.  The dog is a 5 year old pit bull.  Mr. Dunn stated that the dog did not bite the child, but was excited and jumped up, scratching him in the face with its claws.  Hunter Connor was taken to the emergency room and needed several stitches, both inside his mouth and outside on his lip.  Luke McKay provided a copy of the emergency room report and pictures of the wounds.

Mr. Dunn told Luke McKay that the dog was up to date with its shots but could not produce written proof.  Luke McKay contacted Mt. Anthony Animal Hospital in Bennington who could find no record of treating the dog.  John Dunn called the hospital and they were able to find the dog in the inactive records.  The dog was born in 2014 and received its one year puppy shots in 2015 which expired in 2016.  The dog has not received a rabies shot since that date.  The dog is also not licensed with the town although John Dunn has lived there for over a year.
At the request of John Dunn, Luke McKay also contacted Great Fields Kennel in North Bennington, VT.  They said they were willing to work with John Dunn and would board his dog for him for the 10 day period, but could not take the dog for the town since there is no contract between them and the town.  Nancy Bushika recalled contacting them and they were not willing to take dogs from Stamford or contract with the town because they said it would put their paying customers at risk.  Nancy Bushika asked if the Health Officer and Dog Officer would still need to drive to North Bennington to check on the dog if it were quarantined there.

The Selectboard is not required to hold a potentially vicious dog hearing since the bite did not occur off the premises of the owner.  Kurt Gamari contacted the state Department of Health when he was told of the incident but it was after hours and he left a message.  The law is very explicit concerning dog bites when the dog has had its rabies shots, but is vague for situations when there is no proof of vaccination.  Kurt Gamari advised that the dog must be quarantined for a period of 10 days from the incident.  It can be sheltered at the dog owner’s residence or it can be impounded by the town (at the owner’s expense).
Nancy Bushika noted that the dog could be kept at the town garage but it’s not really the best place.  Mike Denault acknowledged that the town is in a transition period since it has ordered a kennel but it will be another 5-7 weeks before we receive it.  Jim Stimpson asked if the kennel we ordered would be able to handle this situation.  The board thought it would be sufficient since it has two stalls inside and would provide heat in the winter.  Jim Stimpson wondered if the stalls are separated with a chain link fence, then saliva or blood could still be transmitted.
MOTION by Mike Denault to quarantine the dog for ten days at the John Dunn residence with the following stipulations:  the dog must be strictly confined to the home and must not come in contact with any other animals or people (with the exception of the Dunn family).  The dog must be on a leash or run outside only for short bathroom breaks.  Upon the completion of the ten day quarantine, the appropriate rabies vaccination must be obtained and the dog must be licensed with the town.    SECONDED by Carol Fachini.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  

MOTION by Mike Denault to adjourn.  SECONDED by Carol Fachini.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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